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DRr. Georat H. BENNETT
OFFICE FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION



PART II:  STUDY ABROAD PROPOSAL NARRATIVE 

Please attach a 3-5 page narrative that addresses the criteria below.  Include the program title on each page of the proposal. Submit the completed proposal (Parts I and II) to the Director of the Office for International Education

1. Programmatic focus of the proposed program

· Briefly describe the type of program (faculty-led study abroad, student exchange, internship, etc.), its duration, and its target audience (specific majors, classification, achievement level, etc.)

· State the educational objectives of the program and how they relate to the academic major or minor of the sponsoring department or to general education requirements at Virginia State University.  Is there departmental support of the proposed program?

· Explain the course content for which students will  receive academic credit and how the content is relevant to the location abroad.  (Note: Students must earn at least 6 semester hours to access federal financial aid.)

· Describe what kind of pre-departure orientation and re-entry activities will be included and their relevance to the program objectives.

· Describe field experiences, research, internship, service learning, or community service components of the program.  How will these be integrated into the program?

· What are the learning outcomes and what evaluation methods will be utilized to monitor student performance?  (ex. traditional tests/quizzes, daily/weekly journals, short essays, papers, individual or group projects/presentations). 

· If the proposed program is a component of a course in which students are enrolled before departure, describe how the international component would be incorporated in the grade the student will receive at the end of the designated term.

2. International focus of the program

· Describe in detail the proposed daily activity in the host country.  Include the following: courses/seminars; opportunities for language and/or cross-cultural immersion; travel to cultural sites and relevant institutions and organizations; guest speakers; and other relevant activities in which students will participate.

· Describe the housing and meal arrangements in the host country (campus, home stays, etc.) as well as access to health care facilities.

· Describe how this program contributes to the internationalization efforts of your department and school and tell why this proposed location is an appropriate choice.

· Describe how this program furthers the mission of Virginia State University, particularly Vision 2020. 

3. Faculty Qualifications 

· Describe your personal international travel experience, in general, and specifically your international travel and teaching experience with student groups. 

· Describe your travel experience in the proposed host country.   If you have not traveled to the proposed host country, how do you plan to acquire information and ideas to develop a quality academic program?

· Describe how teaching this course abroad would enhance your ability and commitment to internationalize the curriculum in your area(s). 

4. Program viability 

· How affordable is the program? What are the total estimated out-of-pocket expenses for each student?  
· What measures will be used to ensure the success of the program beyond its first year?  (Consider program costs, student interest recruitment, marketing, involvement of other faculty members, expansion or development of program content, changes in the nature of the program, etc.)

· How will the effectiveness of the program be assessed? How will assessment data be used to strengthen the program?

· Will the program be part of a broader partnership with a particular institution or agency in the host country or in the US (ex. institutional linkage, consortium, outreach, etc.)?  

· Will the program be considered as a required component of a student’s academic program?  If so, what steps will be taken to implement the requirement?    
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